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— N o r m a n A. Wingert 
Religious News 
Evangelism to Keynote 
1979 NAE Convention 
Shar ing the Good News of Jesus Chris t 
to the world 's unreached will be the focus 
of the 37th Annua l Convent ion of the 
Na t iona l Associa t ion of Evangelicals, 
March 6-8, 1979, at the Shera ton Twin 
Towers in Or lando , F lor ida . 
F e a t u r e d s p e a k e r s will include D r . 
Warren Webs ter , general director of the 
Conservat ive Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society; Rev. Bruce Dunn, pas tor of Grace 
Presbyter ian Church , Peor ia , Illinois; and 
keynote speaker Dr. Adr ian Rogers of the 
Southern Baptis t Conven t ion . 
" W e c a n n o t rest c o n t e n t with t he 
current flood of publicity directed toward 
e v a n g e l i c a l i s m a n d t h e b o r n - a g a i n 
m o v e m e n t , " said Dr. Billy A. Melvin, 
N A E executive director . " T h e message of 
Jesus Chris t is a living message, and it is 
o u r r e spons ib i l i ty to t a k e tha t life-
changing message to the very ends of the 
e a r t h . " 
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From the Editor 
Some of you who read this column may be reading the 
VISITOR for the first time. We welcome you and hope 
that this may be the beginning of a lasting relationship. Let 
me visit with you a bit. 
The Evangelical Visitor is the magazine for the Brethren 
in Christ church. As a denominational paper it reflects life 
within the denomination and the denomination's un-
derstanding of the Christian faith. 
The magazine also provides a window to the wider 
Christian community through religious news items and 
articles by Christian writers. Articles of a devotional 
nature as well as articles dealing with current issues appear 
frequently. 
Missions have for eight decades been an important part 
of Brethren in Christ life. This continues to be so with a 
ministry to minorities and urban areas in North America, 
and with overseas ministries and churches in Japan, Cuba, 
India, Nicaragua, Zambia, and Rhodesia. This is reflected 
in the pages of the VISITOR. 
Page three is usually the spot allotted to the editorial. 
Modesty prevents me from doing more than pointing out 
that it is a regular feature of the paper and I am told has a 
faithful readership. We do not promise that you will agree 
with all of the editorials. We try to keep them relevant and 
biblical—sometimes provocative, occasionally controver-
sial. 
The VISITOR is for those whose roots go deep in 
Brethren in Christ history (there are some of these). It is 
also for those who are new to the church. (There are more 
and more of these all the time). 
Let me invite you to join our family of readers. The cost 
to a new subscriber is less than forty cents (.40) a 
month—twenty cents (.20) a copy. Hardly an exorbitant 
amount! 
Evangelical Visitor 
Volume XCI Number 20 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street, Nap-
panee , Indiana 46550. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: Mary Ebersole 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis 
O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, Daniel R. 
Chamberlain 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscripts and editorial co r r e spondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee , 
Indiana 46550. 
Subscript ions and change of a d d r e s s should be sent to 
Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street. Nappanee, Indiana 
46550. Include both old and new a d d r e s s e s with re-
ques t s for change of address . 
Renewals: 1 year, $5.50; 2 years, $10.50; 3 years, $15.50; 
and 5 years, $25.00. New and gift subscriptions, $4.50 a 
year. 
Second-c lass pos tage paid at Nappanee. Indiana 46550. 
Printed in U.S.A. 
ANOCt tCAl PRfSS ASSOCIATION 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
Wholeness 
Recently I had conversation with one whose roots are 
several generations deep in the Brethren in Christ Church, 
but whose vocation has taken him and his family to where 
there is no Brethren in Christ congregation. This separa-
tion from the denomination led to inquiry about the 
church. He asked if I could in one word describe or 
characterize the church. 
The occasion did not allow much time for reflection. 
The word I chose was somewhat spontaneous. I selected 
the word wholeness. I have had more time since our 
conversation to reflect on the question my friend asked and 
on my response. 1 have not yet come up with a better word. 
I believe that the Brethren in Christ understanding of 
the Christian faith and the expression of this faith in life 
and mission justifies the choice of this term. There is a 
wholeness to the understanding of salvation, to the human 
situation, and to the church's mission. 
The fall of man has numerous implications and 
manifestations. The Bible identifies these, among others, as 
death, guilt, alienation, enmity, and bondage. The good 
news is that each expression of man's fall finds its antidote 
in God's grace. For man's guilt and disobedience there is 
forgiveness; for his enmity and alienation there is recon-
ciliation; for his bondage there is redemption and 
deliverance: in his spiritual death there is new life, even life 
eternal. 
This wholeness deals not only with the symptoms of 
man's illness but the cause as well. The radical nature of 
sin is confronted by the radical nature of grace. 
Forgiveness is not the only response of God to the sinner; 
rather, there is the life of victory. 
The wholeness of salvation includes a change at the 
center of man's being where self has reigned supreme. The 
good news is that all of life can be brought into submission 
to Christ. In the resolution of this conflict one is no less a 
person. Rather, he is more truly a person when freed from 
the bondage of self to live in the glorious liberty which is in 
Christ. 
The Quakers speak of "Peace at the center." Jesus 
spoke of the "single eye." Paul in more graphic terms 
writes of being delivered from "this body of death." 
This wholeness also includes seeing man as creature—a 
part of God's creation. He has physical needs; he is no 
ethereal being. He tires. He hungers. He bleeds. True to 
the teaching and ministry of Jesus, the Brethren in Christ 
recognize this part of man's nature. In obedience to Christ 
and as an expression of the love which we have experienced 
we reach out in love to our own and our neighbor. We 
believe that true Christian faith feeds the hungry, clothes 
the naked, and warms the cold. 
We are finite in our wisdom so we need the counsel of 
our fellow Christians. We are prone to failure and need the 
reassurance of our brothers and sisters. We are susceptible 
to illness and need the prayers of the church as well as the 
care of the physician. We are a part of nature and are 
vulnerable to nature's cataclysms. 
We not only need each other's assistance in times of 
trouble. We need each other at all times. The seventeenth-
century preacher-poet, John Donne said, " N o man is an 
island entire of itself." Paul describes our interdependence 
as "members one of another." The meaning is clear. We 
are not meant to live out our pilgrimage alone. We need 
each other. 
Written deep in Scripture and in the Brethren in Christ 
is this sense of community. The name itself speaks to this 
aspect of the Christian life. In a time when community is 
disintegrating and the family is under stress, when mobili-
ty and separation bring their own kinds of isolation and 
loneliness for many, the church becomes the stable and 
supportive community. 
This wholeness is as well expressed in a dual concern to 
be God's people and to do God's work. A concern for the 
health of the body is balanced by a concern for the mission 
of the church. The health of the body is seen in a 
commitment to truth and righteousness—doctrine and life. 
This concern, unless balanced by ministry, can lead to 
introspection and to nurturing spiritual hypochondriacs. 
Ministry, unless balanced by truth and piety, can lead to 
humanitarian do-goodism and paternalism. 
No theological system is perfect, no biblical interpreta-
tion without some blind spots. We still only know in part. 
But we commend the Brethren in Christ understanding of 
the Christian faith to long-term members of the church 
and prospective members alike. We believe that there is a 
wholeness in this understanding that brings the fullness of 
the Christian faith to the broad spectrum of man's need 
and in doing so is able to create whole persons. 
Z 
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We have eyes for what we have or do not 
have. He would lift our eyes to what He can 
give us. John 6:1-3; Mark 6:30-44 
More Than Enough 
Robert Hempy 
M O R E T H A N T H I R T Y 
M I R A C L E S of Jesus Christ were 
recorded by the four Gospel writers. 
Apart from the Resurrection itself, 
only one was recorded by all four. The 
impact of this miracle was tremen-
dous. John was an old man when he 
wrote of it, yet he remembered every 
detail of the event even to the exact 
size of a little boy's lunch. (Mark 
wrote as he heard from others, yet it 
seems from his words that he himself 
was there.) 
John's narration of the feeding of 
the five thousand began as the record 
of helplessness. A helpless crowd in a 
desolate place and helpless disciples 
who did not know how to manage five 
thousand men plus thousands of 
women and children. 
It continued as the record of frustra-
tion. The disciples had not counted on 
this event. It was one of those un-
planned things. What had started as a 
rest period ended in a work project. 
Jesus, concerned about their rest as 
well as their toil, had called them apart 
for renewal; but the crowds came, too. 
There would be no rest. 
It climaxed as a record of the 
Christ—the Christ with great resource 
to meet man's great need. Here were 
people faced with a situation that they 
did not have the resource to meet. 
Often we also must stand as they did, 
confronting demands far beyond us. It 
is then that we need a message from 
those dramatic hours when thousands 
were fed from a very small lunch. 
R o b e r t H e m p y is pas tor of the Up land 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h , U p l a n d , 
Ca l i fo rn ia . H e is also a licensed mar r i age , 
family, and child counse lor . 
I. We will never have enough 
without Him. 
We may think we have more than 
enough for life. We may fail to see our 
bankruptcy and poverty. Still, without 
Him, we are quite empty. The dis-
ciples discovered their emptiness 
through two vain efforts to do 
something about the hunger of that 
day. 
The first effort was so very small; as 
small as a boy's lunch. Andrew had 
discovered a boy in that crowd. An-
drew himself was a discoverer, the 
kind of man to whom you would 
entrust secrets. This boy had a secret, 
a lunch, a holdover meal to keep him 
until a home dinner was available. 
Andrew brings the boy and the lunch. 
It is his answer to the need of 
thousands. And next to the need it 
seemed ridiculous. 
I f we really understood the demands 
of God's righteousness and could 
measure our ability to meet it, it would 
seem as impossible as a lunch feeding 
thousands. Many, like Andrew, are 
offering their little when much is 
needed. 
Philip made the next attempt to feed 
people that day. He suggested buying 
a great quantity of bread, paying as 
much as 200 denarii. This would have 
been the equivalent of a six-month 
wage. The suggestion seems to say 
that the disciples, by combining their 
resources, could have come up with 
this figure. 
Philip is the logician, the math-
ematical man, who comes up with an 
amount. Here is the opposite of a 
boy's lunch. It represents the best men 
can ever do. Even this is not good 
enough. It fails as forcibly as a boy's 
meager lunch. Not only does our little 
fall short, bur our best as well. 
Whether two loaves and five fishes or 
as much as 200 denarii of bread, 
multiplication was still needed for that 
multitude to be fed. After all, it was 
Christ's blessing they needed. Our 
need is no different. We have eyes for 
what we have or do not have. He 
would lift our eyes to what He can give 
us. A big sanctuary or a little one, a 
splendid life or a wasted one—each 
would fail without His blessing. Our 
best and our worst will fall far short of 
heaven. As long as we look at lunches 
and denarri, nothing will happen. It is 
the blessing of Jesus Christ that makes 
something happen. Without Him we 
will never have enough. 
II. With Him, we always have 
enough to begin. 
This miracle did not come as the 
disciples stood safely by. They had to 
struggle with it. They had to face 
Christ's question about feeding them. 
Philip's perplexity and Andrew's anx-
iety were evidences of the struggle of 
involvement. Far from happening in a 
light moment, this miracle came from 
Jesus Christ as His disciples worked 
with a milling, anxious, concerned 
crowd. 
We do not have enough for life. He 
does. Still we must be a part of the 
answer that He will give. His gifts are 
wrapped in the paper of potentiality. 
Even Jesus came not as a 30-year-old 
man, but as a baby that had to cry. 
Then a boy who experienced ado-
lescence; only finally a man of 
ministry. So His gifts would come to 
use in the potential to grow, the power 
to change, to become pure and good. 
This we cannot do without His power. 
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This He will not do without our in-
volvement. 
How pleasant it might have been for 
the disciples to have learned this lesson 
by some kind of correspondence 
course. Instead, they had to learn it in 
a desert place, exhausted in body; with 
a small lunch, a hungry crowd, and a 
silent Christ. 
Do not miss their heavy involve-
ment in Christ's great answer to the 
multitude. First, they had to think, 
which is hard for us all. They were 
asked to struggle for an answer to 
Christ's command not to send them 
away. Next, the disciples were to seat 
the crowd in organized companies of 
fifty and one hundred. Everyone was 
going to have a fair chance to eat that 
day. Finally, they were asked to serve 
the bread. It was given into their hands 
by Christ, and from their hands to the 
people. They worked and they must 
have wondered. It does not take 
hungry people long to figure that food 
is coming. But the disciples were the 
ones who knew there was no food but 
a very small lunch. Even as they 
carried that first basket of bread, it 
was not easy to believe that this could 
be duplicated again and again until the 
last person of that throng was fully 
fed. These disciples were expected to 
exercise a trust in Christ that would 
thrust them into the heart of this 
miracle as frontline men. 
We do not have enough to meet life 
or death. He does. But it will only be 
as we stretch out our lives as His 
partners in miracle that divine power 
will begin to come. 
What does it take for Jesus Christ 
to begin something in our lives? Three 
characteristics are clear in the life of 
Christ that day. 
1. There was compassion. He saw 
the crowd and cared. He taught them, 
healed them, and fed them. The dis-
ciples did not really care. Theirs was a 
program of rest. The saints were 
together for fellowship and all those 
sinners came along, too. Feeding them 
was a shattering command to their 
schedule and to their male ego. That 
was work for women. But if their 
ministry was to be at all like the 
Master's, it would mean compassion 
for the total needs of people. 
2. Then there was courage. You 
will need courage when you begin to 
care. People will test you. The dis-
ciples were slow in coming to a mo-
ment of courage. "The day is far 
spent," they said. In other words, put 
it olT. "Send them into the villages." 
Let them do something. But Jesus was 
telling His disciples to do something. 
It was not until they reached a point of 
courage—courage which was willing 
to face deep need, that Christ acted. 
3. Finally, there was commitment. 
Commitment to set aside what they 
wanted for what He wanted. When 
they were ready, He was ready. When 
we are ready, He will be ready to start 
something through us. 
We see this miracle as a finished 
fact. But the faith called for that day 
rested on a very small beginning. So it 
is with our Lord. 
We are continually asked to believe 
Him without seeing the end. His open 
door is to be enough for a beginning. 
We do have enough to start the Chris-
tian life. We do not need to see the 
finish if we can see Him. 
When Christ is in it, we will have 
enough to finish our work. But we 
must be willing to believe Him with 
only a beginning in view. As this 
miracle unfolded over the hours, so in 
all His work there will be an unfolding 
of hours, days, and even years. 
Without Him we will never have 
enough. With Him there is enough for 
a beginning. 
III. Finally, He always knows what 
to do. 
This, a third continuing principle 
from the message of this miracle. John 
states, " H e himself knew what he 
would do." All the time the disciples 
were wondering what to do. He knew 
what He would do. He knows even 
though we do not. This we may accept 
generally and even believe for others. 
But does He know what is best for me? 
Will He take care of me? When we 
settle this one question personally, we 
have settled thousands of lesser 
questions in advance. 
It was because the people fed that 
day missed this message that such a 
poor ending is recorded for such a 
glorious day's work. The crowd is 
dismissed. The disciples are sent 
across a stormy sea, and Jesus retires 
to pray. Jesus perceived they would 
make Him a king—a king because of 
bread He provided. They missed the 
message. The bread was incidental. It 
could have been something else. The 
impor tan t thing for all of His 
followers is that He knows what to do. 
If we will listen to Him and obey Him, 
it will all begin to come our way in His 
wonderful answer—not unlike His 
answer that day in a desert place by 
the Sea of Tiberias. 
Philip, who may seem incidental to 
this miracle, is actually a principal 
character. His answer of 200 denarii of 
bread was in order that everyone 
might have "a little." That was all 
Philip dared to expect. But when Jesus 
Christ finished, everyone had more 
than enough. The twelve baskets of 
fragments find their place as evidence 
of a Christ who gives more than 
enough. They become symbols of His 
resource for each of us. It is when we 
see our emptiness and believe in His 
fullness, that there will be more than 
enough for us. 




Most of us are familiar with the 
New Testament teaching that the 
Christian walk is one of joy. I suspect 
that for many, and I must include 
myself in this group, the experience of 
that joy is sometimes as temporary as 
the noonday sun. Therefore, I propose 
two thoughts which, hopefully, will aid 
in the maintaining of a more constant 
level of joy. 
First of all, a lasting joy is produced 
from eternal sources. From the Chris-
tian perspective there are two sources 
which motivate joy; one source is 
temporal in nature, the other eternal. 
Whether or not our joy lasts depends 
on which source is motivating it. 
Those things which are temporal 
have to do with the physical, earthly 
dimension of life. For example, our 
money is temporal, our home is tem-
poral, and our relationships with 
others, at least while we are in this 
world, are all temporal. These things 
do provide us with joy, and there is 
nothing necessarily wrong in this. But 
all temporal things have one serious 
defect: They are short lived. 
The Apostle John tells us that 
everything that has to do with this 
world is passing away (1 Jn 2:17). This 
defect is deadly to joy. Because if that 
which motivates our joy passes away it 
will not be long before our joy passes 
away. 
The wri te r is pas tor of the Har r i sburg 
Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h , Har r i sburg , 
Pennsylvania . 
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To maintain a more constant joy we 
need a basis which will not disappear, 
but will continually motivate us. We 
find this basis in eternal things. Tem-
poral things pass away, eternal things 
do not, and because of this are able to 
serve as a constant source of joy. 
Therefore, in order to have a lasting 
joy we must find an eternal source. 
One such source is God. For the 
Christian this source is focused in 
Jesus Christ. John the Baptist says, 
"He who has the bride is the 
bridegroom; the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom's voice; therefore this joy 
of mine is now full" (Jn. 3:29, R.S. V.) 
John is saying his joy is based in the 
person and presence of Jesus. We 
would do well to emulate John for two 
reasons. First, because what Jesus 
does for us causes joy. Second, 
because he will never leave us (Mt. 
28:20) he serves as a solid foundation 
and a c o n s t a n t sou rce for the 
Christian's joy. 
Second, a lasting joy is the result of 
a healthy relationship with the Holy 
Spirit. Joy is a human emotion. But it 
is also a spiritual quality. Paul tells us 
in Galatians 5:22 that it is a fruit of the 
Spirit. Therefore, to maintain joy we 
must maintain the fruit of the Spirit. 
We are told how to do this in Romans 
8:5, 6: "Those who live as their human 
nature tells them to have their minds 
controlled by what the human nature 
wants. But those who live as the Spirit 
tells them to have their minds con-
trolled by what the Spirit wants. To be 
controlled by the human nature results 
in death. To be controlled by the Spirit 
results in life and peace." {T.E. V.). In 
these two verses Paul gives us three 
consecutive steps for enjoying the fruit 
of the Spirit. The first step is to do 
what the Spirit desires. The second 
step is, we will then have a Spirit 
controlled mind. The third step is, we 
will then enjoy life and peace—the 
fruit of the Spirit. It is plain from 
Paul's discussion that the fruit of the 
Spirit results from doing what the 
Spirit wants. But this raises the 
question: What does the Spirit want? 
Let me suggest two things. 
The first is obedience to God's will. 
Jesus said, "If you keep my com-
mandments you will abide in my love 
just as I have kept my Father's com-
mandments and abide in his love. 
These things I have spoken to you that 
my joy may be in you, and your joy 
may be full" (Jn. 15:11, R.S.V.). The 
joy of which Jesus speaks comes from 
following the commandments of God. 
Hence, we can make a rule: Joy 
follows obedience. 
The second is best described by the 
word "s tubbornness ." Karl Barth 
characterizes joy, as seen in the book 
of Philippians, as a "cont inuous 
defiant nevertheless." By this he 
means a joy that defies circumstances. 
This thought surfaces in 2:17, where 
Paul, thinking about the outcome of 
his trial before Caesar writes, "Even if 
I am to be poured out as a libation 
upon the sacrifical offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 
all." He would not allow his impend-
ing sentence, event if it meant execu-
tion to take his joy away. He stub-
bornly maintained it. There is a lesson 
in this for us. If we want lasting joy we 
must not allow circumstances to sub-
due it. Rather, we must make a con-
scious decision that we are going to 
rejoice always, even if this takes some 
stubbornness on our part. 
Lasting joy is not impossible. But to 
achieve it we may have to reorder our 
priorities so that we base it on eternal 
things, and walk more closely with the 
Spirit. 
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Dr. Ronald R. Sider, Professor of Music at 
Messiah College, will give an organ recital on 
October 29 at the Grace United Methodist 
Church in Harrisburg, where he serves as 
organist. 
An exhibit of paintings and prints, by Abner 
Hershberger of Goshen College, will be on 
display at Messiah College from October 29 to 
November 17. 
Messiah College and Roxbury Camp are 
again cooperating in a series of Roxbuiy 
Hol iness Lectures on campus by Dr. Henry 
A. Ginder. He will be speaking in classes, 
chapel, and evening sessions. 
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw, president of Asbury 
College, is the Staley Distinguished Chris-
tian Scholar at Messiah College this year, 
speaking from October 23-26. The lectures are 
sponsored by the Thomas F. Staley Foundation 
of New York. 
Messiah Col lege enrollment, including 68 
transfer students and 336 freshmen, is over 
1,100 students for the first time ever. Total 
enrollment figures will not be available until the 
last Continuing Education class registers on 
October 16. 
MCC 
Canadian Relief Sales 
Raise $214 ,000 
Three auction sales in Canada in May and 
June raised $214,000 for Mennonite Central 
Committee international programs. 
A sale in New Hamburg, Ontario, the largest 
annual MCC sale in Canada, contributed $162,-
000 to MCC (Ontario), approximately the same 
amount as in the previous two years. 
In addition, $11,000 worth of Self-Help 
Crafts were sold, some by MCC (Ontario) and 
some by Self-Help Associates, which sold 
Bangladesh juteworks. 
In Saskatchewan there were two sales as 
usual, one in Swift Current and another in 
Saskatoon. The Swift Current sale brought in 
$19,000 and the Saskatoon sale, $33,000. This 
is a slight decline from last year. 
To Swaziland 
Jay and Lucille (Lauver) Kopp are 
under a three-year MCC assignment, 
working with rural education in 
Swaziland (See October 10 issue). 
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Conference News 
Allegheny 
Dale Ulery was the guest speaker at the 
missionary vesper service conducted by the Air 
Hill congregation on September 24. Brother 
Ulery reported on his recent visit to the Brethren 
in Christ Church in Cuba. The Carlisle con-
gregation reported 244 persons involved in their 
midweek service, Wednesday evening, 
September 13. As a means of missionary educa-
tion the Cedar Grove congregation's missions 
committee provides bulletin inserts each month 
which features either a missionary or an overseas 
Christian. The insert includes information con-
cerning the person and includes, as well, a 
picture of the missionary or the family. Curtis 
Byers, who is a junior at Messiah College, has 
been appointed as student pastor with the 
Cedar Grove congregation. 
A service of dedication of children was part of 
the Sunday morning worship service on 
September 3 at the Center Grove congrega-
tion. The Martinsburg congregation provided a 
gift and sponsored a card shower for the oldest 
member of the congregation, Mary Stoner, 
who celebrated her ninety-fifth birthday anniver-
sary on September 20. The congregation spon-
sored a fall revival effort October 8-15 with 
Charles Burgard, pastor of the Mechanicsburg 
congregation, serving as the evangelist. 
A special interest center curriculum featuring 
the life and times of Jesus, and written and 
directed by Connie Sechrist and Cherie 
Sechrist of the Pleasant View congregation, 
was conducted during the week of July 31-
August 5. The teachers dressed in Bible times 
costumes. The three interest centers were the 
synagogue, the home, and the carpenter's shop. 
Audrey Brubaker led the songs and taught the 
Bible lessons each evening prior to the children 
dividing into interest groups. A baptismal service 
was conducted by Ken Mackie, the pastor of 
the Spring Hope congregation, on Sunday, 
September 17, at which four persons received 
the rite of Christian baptism. 
Atlantic 
The Cross Roads congregation observed 
Messiah College and Ministerial Training Sun-
day on September 17. In addition to the par-
ticipation of college students in the morning 
worship service, Luke Keefer, Jr. Messiah 
College, brought the message. The Manheim 
congregation observed a missionary emphasis 
on Sunday, September 24, at both the morning 
and evening service. Among the missionaries 
participating in the service were Phyllis Engle 
and Lois Jean Sider. 
The Palmyra, H u m m e l s t o w n , and 
Fairland congregations cooperated in a mis-
sionary conference with services on Wednesday 
and Saturday evenings, September 20 and 23 
and on Sunday, September 24. 
Canadian 
Leonard Chester was installed as pastor of 
the Bridlewood congregation at a Sunday 
morning worship service on September 17. 
Bishop Harvey Sider officiated at the installa-
tion. A fellowship dinner, held at the church, 
followed the installation service. A Welcome 
Back luncheon and fellowship was held by the 
Falls View congregation on September 17. 
This occasion was part of the congregation's 
emphasis on the beginning of the new church 
year. 
Deborah Welch, a member of the 
Houghton congregation, was commissioned by 
the congregation for service under the Board for 
Missions at the Montreal Lake Children's Home 
in Timber Bay, Sask. On Sunday morning, 
August 13, the Houghton congregation 
received three members into fellowship. 
Central 
A missions emphasis was sponsored by the 
Bethel (Merrill) congregation on September 30 
and October 1. Among the missionaries par-
ticipating in this weekend emphasis were Eva 
Mae Melhorn, Mildred Myers, and the 
Kenneth Bulgrien family. Bedsaul Agee 
pastor of the Bethel congregation, served as 
evangelist in a revival service at the Beulah 
C h a p e l (Columbia , Ky.) congrega t ion 
September 11-17. Evangelistic services were 
held at the Christian Union congregation 
October 22-29 with Ray Curry of Meadville, Pa., 
as the evangelist. A five-day revival emphasis 
was held by the Highland congregation 
September 20-24 with Dale Allison, pastor of 
the Western Hills Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion, Cincinnati, as the minister. The congrega-
tion had a baptismal service for ten persons on 
Sunday afternoon, September 10. 
The Morrison (Illinois) congregation spon-
sored a bike hike and camp-out for the weekend 
of September 9 and 10. The bike hike consisted 
of biking 36 miles to Johnson Sauk Trail Park. 
The Sunday morning worship and Sunday 
school hour were lifted in order that all could 
participate in the service on Sunday. 
Midwest 
The Zion Brethren in Christ Church par-
ticipated in a leadership retreat at Rock Springs 
Ranch on Saturday. September 16. Bishop 
Don Shafer was the resource leader. 
to page eleven 
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W i U G W e 
Roy V. Sider 
As Brethren in Chris t , we serve our 
Lord under his commission to disciple 
the nations. That commission is not 
cancelled nor is it suspended or even 
altered. We join with other committed 
believers through the world in our 
endeavor to evangelize the nations in 
this generation. 
During the past two decades we 
have continued our world mission 
involvement and simultaneously made 
s i g n i f i c a n t p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s 
strengthening the church in the U S A 
and Canada . The continued growth of 
the church at home must be balanced 
with a new missionary thrust which 
includes the strengthening of existing 
Brethren in Christ churches overseas. 
Japan 
T h e growth of the church in Tokyo 
coupled with the exploding population 
in that great city has incited the 
projection of new church-planting 
ministries for that metropolis. The 
churches of Y a m a g u c h i - K e n have 
a c c e p t e d ful l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
pastoring their own congregations. 
They are excited that one of their own 
young men is now in training for the 
ministry. The urgent call for a mis-
s i o n a r y / e v a n g e l i s t f r o m N o r t h 
T h e wri ter is secretary for Overseas 
Ministr ies , Brethren in Chr is t Missions . 
H e a n d h i s w i f e , D o r o t h y , l e f t on 
Sep t embe r 19, for a visit to the church in 
Rhodes ia and the church in Z a m b i a . 
America to "come over and help" is 
under study and awaits available per-
sonnel and adequate funding from the 
churches of the U S A and Canada . 
Nicaragua 
Bert Sider writes immediately upon 
his return to Nicaragua: "The church 
is very healthy and souls are being 
added daily, I believe. . . about the 
only thing people talk about are the 
increases, opening new places, and 
where we go from here." 
A trained experienced pastor is 
urgently needed to equip the new 
leadership for the rapidly emerging 
churches. The political uncertainties 
intensify the need for a sharp and 
arteries are cut, and food prices soar. 
We praise God for a body of believers 
which evidences a resolve to move 
forward in development projects as 
well as in church growth. 
New explorations are proving ways 
to expand the effective cooperation of 
the Brethren in Christ churches of 
Nor th America and India. William 
and Mary Hoke returned in August to 
assume responsibilities with Trans 
World Radio in this marvelous oppor-
tunity to spread the gosepl throughout 
India. Concurrently, the Hokes are 
available to spend up to four weeks per 
year in leadership training with the 
Brethren in Christ church of North 
Bihar. 
The call from the church in developing countries is for the 
missionary to assume the role of training national leaders. The 
emphasis is on trained, Spirit-filled persons willing to take the 
servant role and equip others for the building of the church. 
i m m e d i a t e f o c u s on l e a d e r s h i p 
training. 
India 
The flood ravages in India un-
derscore the opportunity for us to 
share our mate r ia l and spir i tual 
resources with the church and pop-
ulace of this great nation. Millions 
have been placed in dire conditions as 
homes are destroyed, t ransportat ion 
Zambia 
This young nation bears within it a 
Brethren in Christ church with a desire 
to grow through spreading the gospel 
within its borders. Opportunit ies in 
leadership training and professional 
positions in education and medicine 
are open for trained persons f rom the 
home church. We are now praying for 
a doctor and a bookkeeper /accountant 
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to fill s t ra teg ic pos i t ions . O p p o r -
tunities for Christian witness abound. 
S t r a t eg i e s are cont inual ly under 
review to assist the church in Zambia 
to take full advantage of these through 
the development of their resources. To 
assure the integrity of the Zambian 
c h u r c h , o u r a s s i s t a n c e m u s t be 
supplemental . 
Rhodesia 
T h e church in Rhodesia is in the 
heat of national turmoil . They identify 
with the legitimate aspirations for 
r e l e a s e f r o m d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 
minister to the redeeming gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ . Bishop Kumalo 
has returned to Rhodesia with a pas-
sion to forge new strategies for the 
s t r eng then ing and growth of the 
church. Changes will continue to be 
made as the church responds to the 
dynamics of new political realities. 
Barr iers arise on every side but the 
t r iumph of our Lord will prevail 
through His church. 
New Fields/Ministries 
T h e sons and daughters of Rhodesia 
a r e l o c a t i n g in v a r i o u s n a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t the wor ld i nc lud ing 
Botswana and London, England. Two 
possibilities for ministry to Rhodesian 
refugees in Botswana are assigning a 
pastor to (a) a special Brethren in 
Chris t mission or (b) through other 
c h u r c h e s a l r e a d y e f f e c t i v e l y 
ministering there. London is an inter-
na t iona l city with a welcome to 
students from both Rhodesia and 
Z a m b i a . Here is the training ground 
for some of their national leaders for 
tomorrow. What responsibility do the 
c h u r c h e s of A f r i c a a n d N o r t h 
Amer ica have to pastor these, our 
brothers and sisters? What other op-
portunit ies may be afforded for us in 
this great metropolis with its inter-
national population? Answers to these 
questions are being vigorously pursued 
through contacts that are opening to 
us. 
Exploratory visits to the Santal 
tribal people of Bangladesh and the 
unevangelized Chinese communities of 
East T imor , Indonesia, are under in-
vestigation. The Nicaraguan church 
already reports a preaching point in 
Honduras. 
It is the purpose of Brethren in 
Christ Missions to research all possi-
ble openings for effective ministry and 
from these discern the will of the Lord 
as to where we can serve most effec-
tively. 
Toward the Future 
Prayer—Our dedication to the task 
of world evangelization must include 
careful research. Our response must 
be based on funds and personnel 
available. Foundational to all of this, 
however, is the prayerful seeking of 
the mind of the Lord. The response of 
the brotherhood to calls for earnest 
prayer and fasting on behalf of our 
overseas churches and new ministries 
is encouraging . T h e count r ies of 
Rhodesia, Nicaragua and India have 
captured the headlines. May they also 
capture our prayer concern. 
Trained Volunteers—The call f rom 
the church in developing countries is 
for the missionary to assume the role 
of t ra ining na t iona l leaders . T h e 
emphasis is on trained Spirit-filled 
persons willing to take the servant role 
and equip others for the building of the 
church. A limited number of unskilled 
miss ionar ies can find mean ingfu l 
ministry overseas but most of us must 
pay the high price for adequa te 
preparation in order to meet the needs 
of the emerging overseas churches. 
The releasing of our total resources for 
deployment at home and around the 
world is strategic in the assignment of 
world evangel iza t ion . T h e church 
needs to call its best for overseas 
ministry. It was Paul , the great apos-
tle, who pioneered the way in first 
century world evangelization. Our 
own history records the quality of 
missionary personnel. We can do no 
less in this generation. 
Co-operation—The Brethren in 
Christ church does not move into a 
vacuum as it seeks to evangelize in 
other nations. There is scarcely a 
country where the church does not 
now exist. The re are miss ionary 
societies working in almost every na-
tion. It is imperative that we join these 
existing forces to reach the unreached 
w i t h i n t h e s e c o u n t r i e s a n d t o 
strengthen the thrust of evangelism in 
strategic areas. Brethren in Christ 
Missions must cooperate closely with 
our overseas churches and also with 
other parts of the body of Christ . 
Flexibility—Who can predict the 
shape of tomorrow? Governments rise 
and fall. Pol i t ical and economic 
systems change. Sovereignly, the Lord 
permits and often ordains the closing 
and opening of doors for international 
mission. We approach our respon-
sibility with a new appreciation for the 
value of flexibility. Short- and long-
range goals are both imperative. No 
nation is ever closed to the gospel. 
When miss ionar ies wi thdraw, the 
seeds of the gospel continue to grow. 
The young churches bear fruit. 
The Great Commission stands. The 
Roman Empire with all its might did 
not prevail against the Lord and His 
church. The all-powerful Christ works 
through us today. Our total involve-
ment will further the spread of the 
gospel so that all nations may believe 
and obey the Lord. 
"And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying 
for all the saints." 
—Eph. 6:18, NIV 
The Apostle Paul's admonition to the Christians at Ephesus is good 
counsel for us as we attempt to lift up before the Lord our brothers 
and sisters who live in troubled places. We may not understand the 
devastation, stress and deep anxiety caused by the floods in India and 
the political turmoil in Rhodesia and Nicaragua, but we can pray in 
the Spirit, who does understand. 
Why not turn to the 1977-78 M I S S I O N S P H O T O A L B U M and 
pray by name for the church leaders pictured there from Nicaragua, 
India and Rhodesia, and for the hundred of other fellow Brethren in 
Christ who are not pictured there but whose names our Lord knows so 
well. 
". . . and always keep on praying for all the saints." 
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An Open Letter to the Churches 
"How Shall We Then Give?" 
Based on the 1977 membership of 
13,830 and the 1979 missions budget 
of $850,000, a congregation of 100 
members that wants to carry its 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e s h a r e o f t h e 
b r o t h e r h o o d ' s mis s ion p r o g r a m 
would budget $6,146.00 for missions 
in 1979. 
Along with you, we were excited at 
General Conference this summer as 
we sensed the openness and vitality of 
our church to respond to the missions 
tasks facing us today. In this issue of 
the V I S I T O R [pages 8 and 9], Roy 
Sider, the new Secretary of Overseas 
Ministries, highlights some of the 
focal points of missions around the 
world. Here in North America, as 
well, there are open doors and pressing 
needs that call for us to move out 
beyond our congregations in enlarging 
missions ministries. 
In one of the General Conference 
workshops, Roger Sider (secretary of 
the mission board) led a discussion on 
"Miss ions and Money . " The discus-
sion was wide-ranging, touching on a 
number of aspects and trends of mis-
sions finances. The charts reproduced 
on this page were part of the input of 
that workshop and illustrate a disturb-
ing t rend—that while there has been 
a slow increase of missions dollars 
over the past twenty years, the percen-
tage of our total giving that is going 
t o w a r d s mi s s ion m i n i s t r i e s has 
decreased dramatical ly. 
The s tatement was made in that 
Conference workshop that "money is 
one vehicle by which the brotherhood 
expresses its vision for mission." The 
q u e s t i o n then c o m e s — d o e s the 
church, by the declining percentage of 
giving to missions, intend to indicate a 
similar decline in missions vision? 
The church, by its unanimous vote 
at General Conference, responded to 
that question. The church is not saying 
" n o " to missions; rather there is the 
desire to become more faithful to the 
Great Commission in the coming 
years. 
But as reassuring as that expression 
was, an even more practical "vo te" 
will be taken this fall and winter as our 
congrega t ions p r epa re their 1979 
C O N G R E G A T I O N A L B U D G E T S . 
The missions office is prepared to 
share information with church boards 
and budget committees, and to answer 
questions as you seek to put the 
brotherhood 's missions vision into 
practical fiscal reality. 
O V E R A L L I N C R E A S E I N G I V I N G 
Y E A R BY Y E A R 
B R E T H R E N I N C H R 1 S T C H U R C H 
D.iui t aken f r o m Gene ra l Con fe r ence 
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A twenty-year comparison of the total giving by the Brethren in Christ and the giving to 
Missions during the same period. The percentage figures show yearly increase in total 
giving. Total giving increased approximately 420 percent; missions giving 220 percent. 
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In the photograph above are five couples who have observed their 50th 
wedding anniversaries. The interesting factor is that a spouse of each couple is 
a son or daughter of the late Christian H. Sider. Left to right, seated, Calvin and 
Mildred Sider; Vemon and Mattie Pye; Cora and Christian Sider (standing at 
chair); standing: Edward and Emma Gilmore; and Earl and Elsie Sider. 
Church News 
from page seven 
Pacific 
A baptismal service was held by the Alta 
Loma Brethren in Christ Church on Sunday 
evening, September 3. 
Births 
Alward: Mark Andrew, bom July 2, to Glen 
and Debby (Vannatter) Alward, Houghton con-
gregation, Ont. 
Bert: Matthew Brian, bom August 7, to 
Nathan and Cathy Bert, Macha Mission, Zambia. 
Bickslen Derek Anthony, bom Sept. 8, to 
Dale and Harriet (Sider) Bicksler, Grantham 
congregation, Pa. 
Byler: Jeffrey Lee, bom July 9, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Rudy Byler, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Cam Heather Ranee, bom Nov. 8, 1977, to 
Allen W. and Rhoda (Denlinger) Carr, 
Harrisburg congregation. Pa. 
Christie: Michelle Marie, bom June 21, to 
Bill and Joan (Heisey) Christie, Harrisburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
DeClark: Cara Lee, born May 12, to Jerry 
and Cherri DeClark, Houghton congregation, 
Ont. 
Deyhle: Cameron Wayne, born July 28, to 
Daniel and Karen (Hostetler) Deyhle, Harrisburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Funk: Travis Lynn, born August 17, to Paul 
and Betsy Funk, Chambersburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Hess: Danita Janel, born August 19, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond Hess, Pequea congregation, 
Pa. 
Jenkins: Angela Page, bom July 5, to Gene 
and Linda Jenkins, Valley View congregation, 
Va. 
Kalenick: Nathan Scott, bom August 20, to 
Mr. and Mrs. James Kalenick, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Keefer: Brian Lee, born August 20, to Luke 
and Doris (Bowman) Keefer, Harrisburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Kennedy: Ronald William, born July 10, to 
Ronald and Barbara Kennedy, Valley Chapel 
congregation, OH. 
Murphy: Tonya Lynn, bom August 25, to 
Randall and Carolyn Murphy, Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Smith: Jason Daniel, bom Dec. 17, 1977, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Smith, Center Grove con-
gregaton. Pa. 
Smith: Mark Daniel, bom May 15, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Smith, Center Grove congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Walker: Brian Michael, bom July 12, to Dr. 
and Mrs. Enlow R. Walker, Center Grove con-
gregation, Pa. 
October 25, 1978 
Weddings 
B r u b a k e r - C o n o v e r : Gail Elizabeth, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John R. Conover, and 
Robert Lee, son of Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill 
Brubaker, May 27, in the Glendola Bible Protes-
tant Church with Rev. Frank Merckx and father 
of the groom officiating. 
Brubaker-Forney: Brenda Faye, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence B. Forney, Jr., and 
Richard Earl, son of Rev. and Mrs. A. Graybill 
Brubaker, July 15, in the Fontana Union Chapel 
with father of the groom officiating. 
Kilmer-Stewart: Tawny, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Stewart, and Terrance, son of 
Mrs. Joyce Kilmer and the late Russell Kilmer, 
August 5, with Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Leister-Campbell: Linda, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Franklin Campbell, and Clifford, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Leister, August 5, in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Manley-Powell: Cathy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Powell, and Jim, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Manley, Sept. 8, in the Welland Free 
Methodist Church with Rev. James Hyndman 
officiating. 
Sherk-McCollom: Karen, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron McCollom, and Rick, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Sherk, Sept. 8, in the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Gord 
Gooderham and Rev. Robert Rolston officiating. 
Souders-Lesher: Marsha Fem, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Lesher, and John Ryan, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Souders, August 12, in the 
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker officiating. 
Taylor -Metz l er : Brenda J o Metzler, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Scott Collins, Colum-
bus, Oh., and Michael E., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwight Taylor, Broque, Pa., May 6, in the 
Glyndon United Methodist Church, Glyndon, 
Md. 
Wightman-Heise: Lucille, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell Heise, Gormley, Ont., and 
Douglas Wightman, Saskatoon, Sask., August 
26, in the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Elwood Flewelling and Rev. James 
Cober officiating. 
Obituaries 
G r e e n a w a l t : Ralph E. Greenawal t , 
Conestoga, Pa., died Sept. 9, 1978, in the 
Lancaster General Hospital, at the age of 53. He 
was the son of Paul B. and Edna Brenneman 
Greenawalt. He was married to Frances R. 
Mellinger who survives. He is also survived by 
three daughters: Mrs. Faye Hess, Mrs. Sharon 
Hess, and Lois; six grandchildren; and a brother. 
He was a member of the Pequea Brethren in 
Christ Church where he was a former Sunday 
school teacher and member of the evangelism 
committee. The funeral service was conducted in 
the Pequea Church by Rev. Gerald Wingert and 
Rev. Cyrus Lutz. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Krieger: John Krieger, Ashland, Ohio, bom 
March 18, 1907, died August 17, 1978, in 
Samaritan Hospital. He was the son of Jacob 
and Emma Henry Krieger. He was married to 
Mae Paulus who preceded him in death on May 
5, 1972. He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Mary 
Applegate. The funeral service was conducted in 
the Denbow-Primm Funeral Home with Rev. 
Robert Kinsey officiating. Interment was in the 
Chestnut Grove Cemetery. 
Taylor: Mrs. Minnie Taylor, Hillman, Mi., 
born Dec. 11, 1906, died Sept. 19, 1978, in the 
Alpena Hospital. She was married to Victor 
Taylor, who preceded her in death in March, 
1978. She is survived by a son, Ronald, two 
grandchildren; two brothers; and two sisters. She 
was a member of the Rust Brethren in Christ 
Church. The funeral service was conducted in 
the Green Funeral Home by Rev. Levi Troyer. 
Interment was in the Greenwood Cemetery, 
Marion, In. 
Correction: The obituary of Emerson L. 
Gingerich (August 25) omitted the name of a 
third son, George, who survives along with 
James and David. 
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Are You Ready 
to Be Married? 
Ruth Dourte 
Most young people have a con-
scious desire to experience marriage. 
Generally they seem realistic, on the 
basis of obse rva t ion , abou t the 
success - fa i lu re ra t ion of cur ren t 
marriages—that is, until they decide 
to marry! Then, as a rule, couples are 
convinced that they are fully qualified 
and equipped for inevitable success in 
this lifelong venture. 
What can you do to be reasonably 
confident that you can succeed in your 
marriage? Whether you will succeed 
depends on doing what you can. Let 
me sugges t seven ( t h e p e r f e c t 
number?) of many preparatory steps 
towards this worthy goal. 
1. Know yourself. Inside and out-
side. Don't behave as though the 
primary thing is to get to know a guy 
or a girl. Psalm 139 reminds us that 
God knows a lot about us that we 
don't know, and He wants us to find 
out what that is. Take some personali-
ty tests. All of us know we have blood 
pressure, pulse rate, and personality, 
but we can't know how high, low, fast, 
or slow it is without some objective 
measurement. Share yourself, dia-
logue, ask for feedback with trusted 
friends. They can see things you 
can't see including the back of your 
neck. 
2. Make friends with your parents. 
You can't really leave them until you 
do. Look at them through adult eyes 
and understanding. They didn't lie 
awake nights figuring how to "mess 
you up." They're still scared that they 
made even more mistakes than they 
suspected. Forgive the ones they made 
and accept their genuine care for you. 
Understand and accept the ways you 
are like them and different from them, 
and explain yourself to them. They, 
like you, have never lived in another 
person's skin. 
3. Learn a lot more about life and 
marriage. Talk to and observe people 
who have been there. It's cruel and 
damaging to the people we profess to 
love to experiment and "learn on 
them," like guinea pigs in the hands of 
a bungling novice. In academic and 
vocational matters we consult the "ex-
perts," people who have practiced 
their knowledge over a period of time. 
Do the same about marriage. Your 
peers don't know any more about 
marriage than you do. 
4. Learn facts about human sex-
uality. Modern man still lives by a 
fantastic amount of myth and legend 
in this realm. There are male-female 
differences that don't meet the eye. 
You will worship and serve God more 
truly when you recognize the mystery 
and wonder in the male and female 
attributes of His Image. Then you will 
know how to live more intelligently 
and helpfully (synonyms for lovingly) 
with a person of the other (not op-
posite) sex. For some good reason 
God made human divisions and dis-
tinctions in His Image, as portrayed 
on earth, and brings them together 
again "in Jesus." Ignorance fractures 
marriage and other relationships. 
5. Grow up emotionally and social-
ly. "The child" is always with us and 
often reflects behaviors which, in an 
adult, are childish. Be alert to the 
impor tan t difference in yourself 
between "need love" and "gift love" 
as decribed so well in C.S. Lewis' Four 
Loves. How do you relate to people in 
general? Do you tend to value people 
on the basis of their usefulness in 
meeting your needs? Do you recognize 
and respect the worth of persons apart 
from you? Do you have something to 
contribute freely to others, and are 
you eager to do it for their benefit 
alone? 
6. Don't fall in love. That's a dis-
aster. Discover the reality that you 
could mean something to many per-
sons, and many persons could mean 
something, in a constructive and 
lasting way, to you. Then you may be 
ready to make the decision to love one 
of these persons, within the confines 
and commitments of marriage, in a 
permanent and more exclusive way. In 
this way, you may explore more fully 
the complexity and potential of human 
personality, of which will take a 
lifetime of tender and respectful in-
timacy. One of the major benefits of 
marriage is the discovery of new truth 
about yourself and your mate, and to 
experience unconditional acceptance 
and appreciation of your differentness. 
7. Train for marriage. We train 
rigorously for vocational skills, for 
sports, music, etc. If you marry, 
you've chosen a Major. Treat it like 
one. Take all the courses and seminars 
you can. Buy books, Do research. 
Discuss your findings with many peo-
ple. Make a big investment of time 
and money here. Most people spend 
much time and money planning the 
wedding (which lasts only a few hours) 
and next to nothing on planning for 
the marriage (which must last a 
lifetime). 
They move into marriage, as into a 
nice new house, clap their hands, and 
say, "Whew! We're here," without 
thinking that the marriage, like the 
house, will need lots of maintenance 
and repairs, resources and energy, to 
keep it functional and comfortable. 
You've got to know what to put into it, 
and how to put it in, to get satisfactory 
results. 
Don't trust your instincts. That's 
enough for animals. For people it's 
perilous. Peter said people are to dwell 
together according to knowledge, and 
Paul told Titus to tell older men and 
women to teach the younger how to 
love. If it can be taught, it can be 
learned. 
After all this, plan now to have 
regular postmarriage checkups with a 
specialist. You've made a big invest-
m e n t This one is vastly more impor-
tant than your car which you will 
humbly and obediently take for in-
spection, so that it won't damage or 
endanger the lives of others. Perhaps 
each marriage should have a "sticker" 
saying, "Inspection due!" You don't 
expect yourself to know all about cars, 
or bodies (eyes, ears, nose, throat), but 
you make intelligent decisions and 
plans for their care. 
So now that we know how fragile 
the vitality and optimism of marriage 
really is, we^are willing to do all we 
can to preserve its preciousness. 
The writer is an individual, mar r i age 
and family therapis t and member of the 
Amer ican Associat ion of M a r r i a g e and 
Family Counse lors . 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
Loose Goose at Highland 
Bill Miller and Gina Rissinger 
One sunny Saturday afternoon the 
youth of the Highland Brethren in 
Christ church participated in a Wild 
Goose Chase—just exactly what is a 
Wild Goose Chase? It's exactly what it 
sounds like: hurriedly unscrambling 
special clue packets, driving in teams 
to the location of the next clue to find 
the goose (the goose was wild, not the 
driving). 
There were three teams and each 
team was given a beginning clue at 
Memorial Holiness Campground 
which took them on a search for more 
information. These clue packets had 
been distributed throughout the West 
M i l t o n c o m m u n i t y at b u s i n e s s 
locations, private homes, and known 
landmarks. There was a two-hour time 
limit on the chase, and rules including 
observance of the 55 mile an hour 
speed limit. In addition to the first clue 
packet, each team was given a page of 
extra clues of a more general nature 
which had to be associated with the 
specific clue packets to make proper 
sense. Some of these clues were helpful 
and some were merely decoys. 
The goose was borrowed from a 
local farmer who charged us nothing 
for "goose use." It was hidden in a 
makeshift chicken wire cage in the 
back yard of Maude Kniesley, our 
senior member of Highland. She en-
joyed watching over the goose until its 
residence was discovered. 
An all girl team driven by Nancy 
Sch la f fman won the race a f t e r 
searching up but mostly down. That 
team, incidentally, had to change autos 
mid-race. Theirs overheated. Maude 
Kniesly, herself, had to pick up the 
illustrious old bird and direct it to its 
t empora ry travel home—an old 
gunney sack. The goose protested 
vehemently as Maude continued to 
observe and comment to the girls, 
"why this is a tame goose!" 
Most of the clues were fairly simple 
but one team drove 30 extra miles in 
frantic search. They were not able to 
figure out one clue which was mis-
written. Two clues went as follows: 
"1776 the first one was cracked. Cross 
the Mishler instead of the Potomac." 
(This referred to the bell at the 
Campground). 
and 
"At the home of two rabbits, 
A poodle, but no weasel, 
You'll find one using regular 
And the other one diesel." 
(the residence of Lamar Rissingers 
who own two VW Rabbits and a pet 
poodle). 
This was an exciting event for our 
young people and it was quickly 
suggested that we have another "goose 
chase" sometime. We considered it to 
be a real duckcess! 
COMPUTER QUIZ 
What is it? 
Denomination-wide youth conven-
tion. 
Where is it? 
French Lick, Indiana 
When is it? 
December 27-29,1978 
Who's it for? 
Any person grades 9 and up 
What 's it about? 
Christian service and vocational 
choice 
Topics: B i b l i c a l B a s i s f o r 
Discipleship 
How to Discover Your gifts 
Transforming Gifts into 
Vocations 
What 's the point? 
To discover a Biblical understand-
ing of the Lordship of Christ. 
To make a personal commitment to 
Jesus Christ as Lord. 
To be motivated to live a life of 
discipleship. 
To become aware of your spiritual 
gifts and discover the church's need 
for them. 
To be exposed to a variety of 
vocational service options. 
To communicate and facilitate the 
above objectives with other young 
people in your local congregation. 
Who will be there? 
You, other BIC youth, and others. 
(See page seven for a list of 
resource persons.) 
What 's on the schedule? 
Elective seminars on related topics. 
Vocations fair for interaction with 
people in a variety of vocations. 
A Manual for taking the conven-





How much will it cost? 
$48.50 
How do I get there? 
Regional youth commissions are 
coordinating transportation. 
Contact: Allegheny—Phillip 
Keefer; Atlantic—Lloyd Me/horn; 
Canadian—Dwight Wideman; 
Central—Samuel Brubaker; 
Midwest—Don Hosteller; and 
Pacific—Les Steele 
Count me in! How do I register? 
Get registration forms from your 
pastor or youth director. For more 
pre-registration forms send to: 
Let YOUth Begin 
Box 127 
Nappanee,IN 46550 
This quiz will not be computer scored. 
Please bend, mutilate, staple, spindle, 
and fold this card. 
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NICARAGUAN UPDATE 
W o r d f r o m the B o a r d for Missions 
of f ice , E l i z a b e t h t o w n , Pa . , s t a tes t ha t 
m e m b e r s of t he B r e t h r e n in Chris t C h u r c h 
in Nica ragua have b e e n af fec ted by the 
events the re . Many have exper ienced loss 
of work a n d suf fe r f r o m lack of food . 
Ber t Sider , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of the mission 
effor t ha s b e e n in t o u c h with Wi lmer 
Heisey, Executive Secre ta ry , B o a r d for 
Missions. In a t e l e p h o n e call, S e p t e m b e r 
2 5 , h e s t a t e d tha t t h e local c h u r c h 
l eader sh ip has r e s p o n d e d admirab ly to t he 
n e e d s a n d suffer ing of the chu rch but a r e 
in n e e d of f u n d s for t he p u r c h a s e of food . 
T h e B o a r d for Missions re leased five 
t h o u s a n d do l l a r s of t he Wor ld H u n g e r 
F u n d fo r t he p u r c h a s e of food . Con tac t is 
b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d w i t h t h e c h u r c h 
leadersh ip in Nicaragua . It is likely that 
m o r e k n o w l e d g e will reveal m o r e n e e d 
which will call fo r addi t ional assistance. 
Ber t S ider , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of the mis-
sion effor t h a s b e e n in touch with Wi lmer 
Heisey, Executive Sevre tary , B o a r d for 
Missions. In a t e l e p h o n e call, S e p t e m b e r 
2 5 , h e s t a t e d t h a t t h e loca l c h u r c h 
leadersh ip h a s r e s p o n d e d admirab ly to the 
n e e d s a n d suffer ing of the church but a r e 
in n e e d of f u n d s for t he p u r c h a s e of food . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
R o b e r t W . " D r . B o b " P ie rce , 63, 
founder of Wor ld Vision In ternat ional , 
died of leukemia in City of H o p e Hospi ta l , 
D u a r t e , Cal i f . , on Wednesday , Sep tember 
6. 
O n e of the most beloved and respected 
of Chr i s t i an leaders. Dr. Pierce early 
e m b a r k e d on a life-long mission of service 
tha t did not cu lmina te until his dea th . He 
served as president of the S a m a r i t a n ' s 
Purse , a miss ionary organiza t ion , the past 
nine years, in the last three months he 
traveled over 100,000 miles visiting " t h e 
little servants of G o d , " as he called them, 
in remote ou tpos t s a round the world. 
Dr . Pierce b e c a m e a noted singer and 
evangelist a f t e r his schooling. In 1947 he 
visited Ch ina and was deeply moved by the 
p l ight of t h e peop le , e spec ia l ly t he 
o rphans . H e founded Wor ld Vision a f te r 
tha t tr ip and in the next two decades 
helped raise mill ions of dol lars to build 
o rphanages , hospi tals , schools , churches, 
widows' homes , l eprosar iums and o ther 
needed facili t ies. 
In this na t ion he was a founding officer 
of You th for Chr is t In te rna t iona l and 
founded G r e a t C o m m i s s i o n Films, which 
later evolved into Wor ld Wide Pic tures 
under the umbre l l a of the Billy G r a h a m 
Evangelist ic Associa t ion . 
6Vi Hour Series on Old Testament 
Planned by NBC-TV in November 
Stor ies f rom the Old Tes t amen t will be 
telecast by N B C - T V on three consecutive 
evenings in November to ma rk Na t iona l 
Bible Week , Nov. 19-25, the network 
announced. 
N o a h and the Ark , Moses and the 
Exodus, and David and Gol ia th will be 
among the stories presented in the six-and-
one -ha l f h o u r p r o d u c t i o n now be ing 
filmed. Each instal lment of "S to r i e s f r o m 
the Bible" will d r ama t i ze three or four 
famil iar tales, the network said. T h e cast 
will be h e a d e d by Lew A y r e s , J o h n 
Ca r r ad ine and Rober t Culp . 
Attacks on Evangelical Christians 
Will Increase, Billy Graham Says 
E v a n g e l i s t B i l ly G r a h a m , w h o s e 
organizat ion has come increasingly under 
criticism in the last few months , believes 
a t t acks on Chr is t ian g roups will increase. 
"Chr i s t i an evangelical g roups are com-
ing under m o r e scrutiny and a t t a c k , " he 
said in an interview in Kansas City where 
he had conducted a nine-day crusade. 
" I would think there would be more 
personal a t t a c k s , " Mr . G r a h a m said. 
" M o r e repor ters are trying to m a k e a 
n a m e for themselves. But par t of this is the 
offense of the cross. Everyone who has 
preached the Gospel has come under 
persecut ion ." 
In a digression f rom his sermon topic, 
one night at the crusade, the evangelist 
said he had started writing a book on 
p e r s e c u t i o n a n d s u f f e r i n g . " W e ' v e 
(Chris t ians) had our t ime of popular i ty , " 
he told the audience. " N o w , we will find 
m o r e a n d m o r e C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s 
t a rge t ed . " 
H e noted that the Bible is filled with 
passages on persecution and suffering. He 
said Jesus tells His followers to deny 
themselves, t ake up their crosses, and 
follow H i m . "Su f f e r i ng will cut down on 
your n u m b e r s , " M r . G r a h a m said. " W h e n 
Jesus started talking that way people left 
Him, and people will leave y o u . " 
Gallup: Alcohol Overindulgence 
Increase by 5% in a Year 
A new Gal lup Poll reveals that the 
number of Amer i cans who drink alcohol 
remains relatively unchanged , but the 
propor t ions of those who "over indulge" 
o r b e c o m e p r o b l e m d r i n k e r s a re in-
creasing. Twenty- three per cent of adult 
Amer icans now say they occasionally 
"ove r indu lge" in alcohol , compared with 
18 per cent who said in 1977 that they 
overindulged. 
According to the latest survey, 24 per 
cent of Amer ican adults said they had 
alcohol-related problems in their families. 
In 1974, 12 per cent repor ted alcohol-
related problems. 
Dr. Schuller's Church Collects 
More Than $114 Million in a Day 
G a r d e n G r o v e C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h 
made history by taking in m o r e than $1.25 
million in a single day ( June 18) for con-
tr ibut ions for its Crys ta l Ca thed ra l . 
T h a t total , which was obtained f rom 
5,000 people who a t tended three services, 
is believed to be the largest a m o u n t of 
money taken through collections by a 
church in a single day. Senior Pas to r 
Rober t H. Schuller led the donat ions with 
$150,000, which represented the profit 
f rom a Laguna Beach condomin ium he 
bought nine years ago and later sold. 
M i c h a e l N a s o n , an official of t he 
Garden Grove church, said the previous 
record collection for a church in a single 
d a y w a s $ 8 8 6 , 8 8 1 g a t h e r e d by t h e 
Broadway Church of Chr i s t of Lubbock , 
Tex. , in M a y 1977, also for a building 
project . 
Religious Programming on C B C 
Hit by Church Communicators 
Church representat ives have criticized 
the C a n a d a Broadcas t ing corpora t ion ' s 
Engl ish- language religious p rog ramming , 
saying the network has t rouble integrat ing 
" m a t t e r s of fai th, ethics and moral i ty into 
the ma ins t r eam of issue-oriented p rog ram-
ming . " 
The crit icism was m a d e in a brief to be 
presented to the C a n a d i a n Radio Televi-
sion and Te lecommunica t ions C o m m i s -
sion in Oc tobe r by In terchurch C o m -
m u n i c a t i o n s — a coa l i t i on of r ep re sen -
tatives f rom Anglican, Bapt is t , Lu the ran , 
Presbyter ian and United Churches . 
Drive Against ABC-TV Planned 
By Federation for Decency 
The Na t iona l Federa t ion for Decency 
announced that it plans "p i cke t ing" of 
ABC-TV outlets on Oct . 31. T h e agency, 
headed by the Rev. Donald E. Wi ldmon , 
said the plan is par t of a nat ionwide 
boycott of A B C - T V p rog rams during 
N o v e m b e r " t o p ro t e s t the v io lence , 
vu lga r i ty and p r o f a n i t y a i red by the 
ne twork . " 
Said M r . Wi ldmon: " W e are simply 
asking concerned people to refuse to watch 
A B C in N o v e m b e r and asking those par-
ticipating in the Nielsen surveys during the 
month to indicate in their repor ts tha t they 
did not watch A B C . A B C has promised us 
a return of ' S o a p , ' more flesh, m o r e sex 
and we expect an increase of profani ty . W e 
p r o m i s e A B C a loss of v i e w e r s in 
N o v e m b e r . T h e pocketbook squeeze has 
only begun . " 
He held tha t a d r o p of 3 per cent in the 
number of viewers could a m o u n t to a loss 
of $60 million in advertising revenue over a 
year ' s t ime. 
Religious News 
World Vision Founder 
Dies of Leukemia 




When Dwight L. Moody was a youth of seventeen, he 
went to Boston to work as a shoe clerk for his uncle, 
Samuel Holton. Mr. Holton told the headstrong boy that 
to keep the job he must attend church and Sunday school. 
His Sunday school teacher's name was Edward Kimball. 
One day Mr. Kimball felt impressed to speak to Moody 
about his relation to Christ. Going to the store he found 
Moody in the back room wrapping shoes and placing them 
on a shelf. Kimball told Moody of Christ's love for him, 
and in this unlikely place he gave himself and his life to 
Christ. 
Two years later Moody was a salesman in a boot and 
shoe store in Chicago. He soon started a small business for 
himself. About the same time he began gathering children 
for a mission Sunday school. Later he started a church. 
As a preacher and evangelist, Moody won hundreds to the 
Lord. 
One of those converted in Chicago was an awkward, 
illiterate Swede who wanted to do something for Jesus. 
Moody told him he could be a "sandwich" for Jesus. The 
next day two boards were strapped over his shoulders. The 
words of John 3:16 were printed on one board and an 
advertisement of Moody's meeting was printed on the 
other. As he walked down Clark street, boys threw stones 
at him, but a travelling salesman was attracted by the 
happy Swede and the unique announcements. He attended 
one of Moody's meetings and became a Christian. 
He, too, wanted to do what he could to serve the Christ 
who saved him. Since he had a beautiful voice, he 
determined he would sing in missions of the cities to which 
his business took him. 
One night he sang in the Bowery Mission in New York 
City. A young Jewish immigrant was attracted by the 
singing and at the close of the meeting was led to accept 
the Christ whose name he had previously hated. 
This Jew was Albert J. Nathan who went on to become 
a Methodist preacher in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
While there he became interested in the newly organized 
World's Gospel Union and became a part of it, travelling 
as an evangelist and promoting the missionary effort. He 
held meetings in and around Abilene, Kansas, for the 
World's Gospel Union (later called Gospel Missionary 
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Union), greatly influencing the lives of many Brethren In 
Christ members there. He himself answered the call to 
preach "where Christ is not known" taking his wife and 
four small children (ages 6 months to five years) to 
Morocco, North Africa, in December 1894. 
Miss Hettie Fernbaugh, a Brethren in Christ member 
from Abilene who was not yet twenty-four years of age, 
volunteered to go with the Nathan's as a "helper," and 
thus became the first Brethren in Christ member to go 
overseas for the cause of missions. Although not highly 
educated she studied Spanish and Arabic and went into the 
villages giving the simple gospel to the women of this 
largely Muslim country. 
Mrs. Rhoda E. Lee, also a Brethren in Christ member at 
Abilene, was likewise influenced by the missionary zeal of 
Albert J. Nathan, and moved by the example of Hettie 
Fernbaugh, made an unprecedented appearance at the 
Brethren in Christ conference of 1894 making an im-
passioned plea for missions. Within three years—by 
1897—the Brethren in Christ Church had sent mis-
sionaries officially overseas. 
The preceding is only a glimpse at a brief section of a 
long chain. We do not know who led Edward Kimball, the 
Sunday school teacher, to the Lord; nor are we attempting 
to trace the converts and their ministries since 1897. What 
we believe this does show is that when one firecracker in a 
string of firecrackers is lit, it automatically sets off the next 
one. Occasionally there may be a "dud" or one fizzles out 
and the chain reaction closes. May we not be in that 
category, but have enough of God's fire to light the one 
next to us. 
The writer is the grand niece of Hettie Fernbaugh and the wife of Rev. 
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Between Brethren 
John L. Ebersole The Old and the New 
I still consider myself a member of the younger 
generation of the church—even with the gray hair 
that is appearing. As a younger person I have, I fear, 
too often blindly accepted one of the axioms of our 
times: "Newer is better than older." I am not only 
told that newer cars and appliances are better than 
older ones but that younger persons are more in 
touch with reality than older persons. 
On a recent trip to Istanbul and Rome I visited 
many old mosques and cathedrals that had been built 
many hundreds of years ago. On several occasions 
persons around me made the comment that we 
couldn't build structures like that today. I had 
somewhat the same feeling as I read the book Nine 
Portraits by Morris Sider. As I read these intriguing 
biographies of our mothers and fathers in the faith I 
almost wondered if God still makes people like them 
today. 
As a younger person I need to interact with older 
persons. I need to hear about their pilgrimage of faith 
and life. I need to hear the stories of their joys and 
sorrows. I need to know how they resolved conflicts 
1 
in the church and in their family. I need to know how 
they determined what it means to be faithful to Christ 
in a sinful world. 
Two recent experiences of this kind of interaction 
come to mind. At a point where I was making a 
major vocational choice, I was struggling to know 
what was the right decision. As I talked with an older 
person, he shared with me some of his own ex-
periences that were similar to mine. His encourage-
ment and the fact that he "had been over the same 
path before" helped me in making my decision. 
This past summer my parents celebrated forty 
years of married life. As they reflected about the past 
forty years there was laughter and tears. It was very 
evident that they are still very much in love. I was 
touched and challenged by their example. 
No, the axiom "Newer is better than older" is not 
necessarily true. Perhaps the axiom needs to be 
rephrased: "Newer in interaction with older becomes 
better." I hope older persons will feel free to share 
their pilgrimage with me. I also hope I will listen and 
learn. 
The writer and his wife, M a r y , a re m e m b e r s of the N a p p a n e e 
Brethren in Chr is t Church . H e is associated with M e n n o Travel 
Service. 
